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The Legislative body of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is
called the General Assembly, which
consists of the Senate and the House
of Representatives.

Members of the General Assembly
are chosen at the general election
every other year. Senators are

elected for a four-year term and
Representatives are chosen to serve
a two-year term.

Pennsylvania is divided into 50
senatorial districts, each with
approximately 250,000 people, and
203 house districts, each with
approximately 60,000 people.

Legislators are responsible for many
duties, including making state laws,
setting policies, developing the
state budget, helping constituents
and ensuring that state government
runs smoothly.

The Senate and House meet
regularly throughout the year in
Harrisburg to consider and vote on
important issues. These

meetings are called session

days. Legislators also have offices in
their districts, where they meet

with local residents to discuss

the concerns and needs of

the community.




Making a Law

1. BIRTH...THE IDEA EMERGES

An idea for a bill can come from almost anywhere -
individual legislators, private citizens, organizations, the
governor, or from bills considered in the past.

2. DEVELOPMENT
The bill is drafted, infroduced in either the House or the
Senate, and then referred to a committee for review.

3. COMMITTEE

The committee, a small group of legislators, reviews the
bill and decides whether it deserves further consideration.
Sometimes, hearings are held to discuss the bill and allow
more input from the public.

4. VOTES

If the committee approves the bill, then it gets voted on
by the full House or Senate, depending on where the bill
was infroduced. If the bill was infroduced in the House
and a maijority of representatives (102) vote for it, then

it goes to the Senate, where the committee and voting
process is repeated. If a majority of senators (24) vote for
the bill without making any changes to it, the bill goes to
the governor. If changes are made, it goes back to the
House.

5. GOVERNOR

The final step for a bill to become law is the governor’s
desk. The governor can approve a bill either by signing
it or simply allowing it to become law without his
signature. He can also choose to reject, or veto, a bill. If
a bill is vetoed, it can still become law if a two-thirds
majority of both the House and Senate vote to override
the governor’s veto.
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STATE FLAG STATE BEVERAGE
Authorized by the General MILK

Assembly in 1799, the state flag  This symbol is a fitting honor to
is fringed in gold with the Coat  one of the state’s leading farm
of Arms embroidered products. It also gives praise to
on a field of blue. dairy cows, which each pro-

STATE SEAL wduce7 62 glasses of milk daily.

Authorized by the SWOG

General Assembly e _GREALDANE

in 1791, the Seal is a symbol of ﬁ,,; dég was a hunfing and
authenticity which verifies that working dog in the very early
proclamations, commissions -

and other papers of state are RE: Y i
legal and official.

COAT OF ARMS

The Pennsylvania Coat 4 f ’1 _

of Arms is based on a 1778 2 r Y\

design by Caleb Lownes g.g ;

of Philadelphia. W%
\

Pennsylvania has many official “symbols.” Each
of the symbols is connected to history or pays
honor to a native species or product that is very
important to Pennsylvania’ economy.

STATE TREE
EASTERN
HEMLOCK

Many early pioneers
in Pennsylvania felt
better protected from
bad weather inside
log cabins made
from this free.

STATE FLOWER
MOUNTAIN LAUREL
Blooming in mid-June,
these pink pastel
flowers delighted the
wife of one of the past
governors, who then
declared it to be the
state flower.




STATE FOSSIL STATE FISH
PHACOPS RANA BROOK TROUT
This extinct small water Over 4,000 miles of
creature is commonly cold water streams form
the natural habitat of this

known as a trilobite. "
STATE BIRD Phactekerifhens fish, the only frout native

toP i
RUFFE.D GROUSE “rog eyes” because o Pennsylvania.
s caR the of the large holes for STATE INSECT o
pariridge, this plump, the eyes on the fossil. FIREFLY k
red-brown bird with These are the “lightning
feathery legs was STATE ANIMAL bugs" that Pennsyivanians
once a main source WHITETAIL DEER 5 know fo brighten a
of food for early The early settlers of y summer night.
Pennsylvania settlers. Pennsylvania depended  AMPHIBIAN
on this deer to feed and N HELLBENDER
STATE SHIP ers and streams
clothe them year-round. ALY :
UNITED STATES . der is the largest
BRIG NIAGARA These deer continue to
o g roam today in the  and can grow
This ship was important B A o sl up fo two feet in length.

in the War of 1812. It
defeated a British ship
in the Battle of Lake Erie.

STATE TRAIN

K4S Locomotive

The boxy, black cylinder,
with the short stack on
was the main passengel
locomotive ofthe
Pennsylvania Railroad |
for 30 years. At one fime,
425 of these powerful
coal-burners steamed
across the state.
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Fun Facts

Harrisburd

capitak:

—

s

{ * Nickname: Keystone State
* “Pennsylvania” means Penn’s Woods.
* Population: Approximately 12.96 million
(fifth in the nation)
* Total Area: Approximately 46,000 square
miles (33rd largest state in the nation)
* Land area: 44,888 square miles:
: 57% forest, 30% agriculture,
10% urban, 3% water
E * Length: Approximately 180 miles
(north to south)
* Width: Approximately 310 miles
(east to west)
* Counties: 67
* Lakes: 256 natural/2,324 man-made
* State Parks: 124
* State Forests: 20

——




HISTORICAL

* Pennsylvania was first settled by
Europeans in 1638

 Philadelphia was the first official capital of
the United States” (York and Lancaster also

served as capitals in the 1700s)

* Adopted original state Constitution:
September 28, 1776

* Adopted current state Constitution: 1968
(The fifth version of our Constitution)

GOVERNMENT

* State Representatives: 203
* State Senators: 50

* U.S. Representatives: 17

* U.S. Senators: 2

PENNSYLVANIA’S MOTTO




* Nation’s Capital
* Licensed Hunters
* State Game Lands
» Covered Bridges
« Commercial Electronic Computer
* Magazine & Newspaper
* Hospital & Druggist
* All-Motion-Picture Theater
* Radio Broadcast
» Commercial Radio Station
e Cable Television System
» Steamboat
* High-Speed Multi-Lane Highway
¥« Professional Football Game



FIRST...
* Circus
e Zoo
e Library
* Book for the Blind
* Encyclopedia
¢ Bible Translated to English
* Manufacturer of Pretzels,
Mushrooms, Scrapple,
Lager Beer, Rootbeer,
Wallpaper, and Boiler Plates
* Institution of Art
* Chemistry Professor
* Mint of the United States




The State Song

Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania

The -official state song of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania was adopted by
the General Assembly and signed into law by Governor Robert P. Casey on

November 29, 1990. Lyrics and music were written by Eddie Khoury ~and
Ronnie Bonner.

VERSE 1 VERSE 2




Across

1.
4.

7.

8.

9.

11.
12.

15.

16.
20.

oy PA

What do you know...

Harrisburg is the of PA.

The part of the General Assembly

that has 50 members.

When a bill is'sighed by the ‘Governor,

it becomes a .

If the Governor does not-approve

of a law, he can it.

The number of years in the term of

a state senator.

The state animal is the whitetail .

The part of the General Assembly

that has 203 members.

The state ship is the United States
Niagara.

The Great Dane is the state

Pennsylvania’s nickname is

the State.

10.
13.
14

17.

18.
19.

e

Early settlers built log from the
Eastern Hemlock tree.

The word Pennsylvania means

The numberofyears.in the term of
a Representative.

When a billis changed, it is said to
be .

Pennsylvania’s capital city.

The brook is the state fish.
The state beverage.

The PA legislative body is called
the Assembly.

One of the leading farm products
is

Eastern Hemlock is the state

The state insect is the fly.

11
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Page 11: Crossword

Page 3: Search & Find

Across

Capital
4. Senate
7. Law
8. Veto
9. Four

1.

11. Deer

12. House
15. Bri

16. Dog
20. Keystone

Down

ins

Cab
2. Penns Woods

3. Two

1.

5. Amended

6. Harrisburg

10. Trout
13. Milk

14. General
17. Grapes
18. Tree

19. Fire

Page 6: Word Scramble
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Whitetail Deer

Mountain Laurel @ Eastern Hemlock










